Jemez Valley
Corridor
Assessment




Jemez Valley Corridor Subcommittee
Donna Wylie, Sandoval County
Cynthia Tidwell, Sandoval County
Steve Lucero, Village of San Ysidro
Leone Wilson, Jemez Valley Business Association
Ann Ferrell, Jemez Ranger District
John Garcia, Village of Jemez Springs
Hilario Armijo, Pueblo of Jemez
Peter Pino, Pueblo of Zia
Doug Lewis, La Cueva Community
Henry Street, Ponderosa Community
Larry Maynard, NMDOT
Lisa Vega, NMDOT
Joan Bowser, NMDOT
Brian Peters, NMDOT
Robert McCoy, NMDOT
Wanona Maestas, Village of Jemez Springs
Emmett Cart, Village of Jemez Springs
Dennis Trujillo, Valles Caldera Trust
Rourke McDermott, Valles Caldera Trust
Julie Grey, Valles Caldera Trust
Rick Dustin, Valles Caldera Trust
Patrick Leyba, Santa Fe National Forest
Bruce Crozier, Jemez Area Residents Association
Jeri Loretto, Pueblo of Jemez
Carl Berglund, Caaeon Community

Mid-Region Council of Governments of New Mexico
Lawrence Rael, Executive Director

Contributing Staff:
Joseph Quintana, AICP, Regional Planning Manager
Loretta Tollefson, AICP, Special Projects Manager
Randall Falkner, Regional Planner
Carol Earp, GIS Analyst/Cartographer
Kendra Watkins, Senior Data Analyst



P-06-02

JEMEZ VALLEY CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT

Approved for Publication
by the
Regional Planning Organization Transportation Advisory Committee
December 14, 2006

This document was prepared by the Mid-Region
Council of Governments, funded in part by the New
Mexico Department of Transportation.

MID-REGION COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS OF NEW MEXICO
809 COPPER NW, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87102



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART PAGE
I INTRODUCGCTION .. 1
Purpose and Scope of the Corridor Assessment ..........ccccccevveeeeeenn. 1

Summary of RecommendationS ........cccooveeeiiiviiiiiiiiiiee e 3

Il CORRIDOR OVERVIEW ..ottt teeeeeeeeeaaaeeeeaeeneeees 4
Regional CharacCteriStiCS .........ccovviiieiiiiiiiiiiie e 4

Definition of Planning Area ........cccooooeiviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeiiin 4

Topography and Terrain ..........ooouviiiiiieeeeeeeeeeceeee e ee e 4

Cultural RESOUICES ... 5

Transportation Systems INVEeNtory ..........ccccvvvvviiiieeeeeeveeennnnns 5

Roads and Highways ... 7

Pedestrian TrailS ........cccccooiiiiiiiie 12

SCENIC BYWAYS ...viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 13

Bridges and Drainage Structures .........ccccccceceeveeeeeennne. 13

Public Transit ... 14

Current and Projected Demographic Information ...........ccccccevvvvvnnnnn.. 15

Population and Housing Data ..........cccceveeiiiiiiiineeeeeeeeeiiien 15

Employment Data ..........ccoovvviiiiiiiiie e 17

Journey t0 WOrk Data ........ooooevveieiiiiiiiee e 17

Projected Population, Housing, and Employment .................. 19

Current and Future Land Use Patterns ..........ccccccceeeiieeeeeeeveeeiiiinnnnn. 20

1] TRANSPORTATION ISSUES ... 22
Traffic and CoNGeStION  ......coooiiiiiii e 22

Village of JEmMeZ SPriNgS .....ccovvveiviiiiei e 22

Village of San YSIArO .......ccooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 23

Jemez Pueblo Proposed Bypass Road ...........ccccceeveeeeeeeeeennnns 23

National Forest Recreation Facilities ..........ccccooeveeiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 24

Valles Caldera National PreServe ...........ccccccooiiiiiiiiiiniiinnnnnnnnns 25

Safety and SECUIMLY  ooevveeiiieie e 26

Dangerous Locations along NM 4........ccoovvviiiiiiiie e 26

Roadway Shoulders and Vehicular Pull-Outs ..............cccceeees 27

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety ..........cccccovvviiiiiiiiiiecieeen 27

Commercial Truck TraffiC ..., 29

Storm Water Drainage and Floodplain Management ............... 29

Right-of-Way and FENCiNg ........ccceevvveeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 30

Homeland Security and Emergency Management ................... 30

vV RECOMMENDATIONS ..., 32
Recommendations for ACtION .........oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 32

Local Government OperationS .........cccccevvvvvviiieeeeeeeeeeiiiinenn 32

Roadway and Traffic Flow Improvements ...........cccccvvvvvnnnnnnn. 33

Multimodal Transportation ............cccccvvvveviiiiiiiee e 34

Drainage and Storm Water Management ...........ccccccvvvvnnnnnnn. 34

Scenic and Historic Resources Preservation ..............ccco....... 35

Implementation Strategy .........oouueiiiiiiiii i 35



FIGURE
1. [q=To o] = LN YT o P
2. Cultural and Recreational Attractions ............couuiiiiiiii i
3. Transportation, Bike Corridors, and 2004 Traffic FIows .........cccccevvvvnnnnnnn.
4. Regional Transportation Planning (RPO) Boundaries...........ccccccvviieneeeenee.
5. Municipalities, 2000 Census Designated Places

And Data AnalySiS SUDZONES .......cooiiiiiiiiiie e
6. 2004 LANA USE.....oiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeteeeeteeeeseeee st esss s e s sesssesessessseeeseeeeeees
7. Crash Locations along NM 4 1999 - 2004 ........oouviiiiiieiieieeiiiiiiee e

TABLES

TABLE
1. Projects in the FY2006-FY2011 STIP on NM 4 and Neighboring Roads ....
2. 2006 MRCOG District 6 RTIPR .....uivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeeseeees
3. Traffic Volumes on NM 4 for Memorial Day 2003

Compared to an Average Workweek .........coooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieeece e
4. Sufficiency Ratings for Bridges in and around the Jemez Valley Corridor
5. Population and Housing by Municipality or CDP  .......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee
6. Population and Housing BY DASZ ........vviiiiiiieeeeeeciee e
7. 2000 Population Totals for Sandoval County and Neighboring Counties ..
8. Employment in the Jemez Valley Corridor by DASZ .......ccovvvvviiiiiiiieeeee,
9. Means of Transportation to Work (Total Number) .........ccccveiiiiiiiiiinnnennee.
10. Means of Transportation to Work (Percentage) .......cccccceeveeeeeeeivveiiiinnnnnnn.
11. Travel Time to Work: Less than 30 minutes and more than 30 minutes ...
12.  Travel Time to Work in MiNUEES.........ooooiiiiiiiiii,
13.  Current and Projected Population, Housing, and Employment by DASZ ...
14.  Percentage Increase in Population, Housing, and Employment

10 2025 DY DASZ .o
15. Crash Locations on NM 4 (1999-2004) .......uuuuiiieeeeeeeieeeiiiie e e e eeeevian s

FIGURES

12
14
15
15
15
17
18
18
19
19
20

20
26



PART |

INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of a special study to determine and assess
the transportation problems within the New Mexico State Highway 4 (NM 4)
corridor through Sandoval County; and to suggest potential actions or projects for
improving the transportation systems within the corridor. The Corridor Study
Area is described on a regional map shown in Figure 1 of this report. The
planning process was conducted through the Regional Planning Organization
(RPO) of the Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG), which is
responsible for transportation planning in the non-metropolitan portions of the
MRCOG region.

The RPO s Transportation Advisory Committee is responsible for the
oversight of this study; and created the Jemez Valley Corridor Subcommittee to
gather input from the local governments and other stakeholders with an interest
in the transportation systems in the Corridor. Throughout its lengthy term of
study (three years), the Subcommittee was comprised of individuals representing
local governmental jurisdictions, tribal governments, and various State and
Federal agencies responsible for projects and programs within the Corridor study
area. Also, several individual citizens were invited and participated throughout
the planning process. A list of participants who contributed to this Jemez Valley
Corridor Assessment is provided on the Acknowledgements page on the inside
front cover.

Purpose and Scope of the Corridor Assessment

The purpose of this Corridor Assessment is to conduct a preliminary, non-
technical planning process in order to identify the significant, commonly-known
traffic and transportation issues, and propose various actions to alleviate the
most obvious or urgent problems. This report describes that process,
documenting the corridor investigation, presenting an analysis of statistical data,
discussing key transportation issues and problems, and proposing action
recommendations for transportation system improvements to enhance the
functions and efficiency of travel within the corridor.

An overview section in this report presents much of the information and
data gathered through research and from other relevant studies or transportation-
related programs and projects. Also, a general analysis of current and projected
demographic information on population and employment is included to further
characterize the communities that utilize the corridor for their transportation
needs. Travel data and statistical information from the year 2000 Census is also
provided to better understand the nature of trips and traffic associated with the
NM 4 corridor.






